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might be the case, ran up screeching, and crying cc thieves/*
in order to prepare us. The result is already known.
Fanny informed me everything passed off without the least
suspicion on his part. He had asked what ailed her, for
she seemed uneasy and flurried, which she ascribed partly
to head ache, and partly to the unexpected happiness at
seeing him!

Early in this month, May, the famous riots occurred,
on account of Mr. Wilkes, then confined in the King's
Bench prison under a sentence of the Court of King's Bench.
A prodigious mob assembled for several days successively,
in front of the prison, but no violence was committed until
the 9th when a large body of sailors made their appearance,
some of whom like monkeys scrambling up the wall, were
in a minute at the window of Mr. Wilkes's apartment,
whom they offered directly to liberate, declaring if he gave
the word they would soon have the prison level with the
ground. Mr. Wilkes very prudently begged them to
desist, expressed his thanks for their personal regard to
him, adding he had no doubt the laws of his country would
ultimately do him justice. He therefore besought them
to do as he should, that was patiently to wait the result,
and that they would return peaceably to their own homes.
Upon which they gave three cheers and dispersed, saying
they would come again the next day, in case he (Wilkes)
should change his mind and wish to come out. Upon their
arrival at the prison, Mr. Thomas, the Marshall, being much
alarmed, sent off for a party of the guards. These soldiers
very imprudently on reaching the prison, where not one of
the sailors then remained, began beating and maltreating
the lookers on, which irritated the mob, some of whom threw
stones at the Guards, but nothing serious happened that day.

As I had been present the whole of the 9th and
concluded there would be a renewal of the disturbance
on the following day, I was stationed close to the prison
gates by nine in the morning of the 10th, where I found
already assembled a large party of the Third Regiment of
Guards, which consisted principally of Scotchmen, a eir-